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Printed by M. Down ING, in Baribolomtm.- Cloſe, neat 
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Bow Yeſtry, | x 5 [ | Þ March 22. 1742-43: 


A. the Anniverſary Meeting of the Feng corre 


Jponding with The Incorporated Society in 
Dublin, for promoting En glſh Proteſtant 
Working-Schools in Ireland ; | : 


on By, 
»» ». 8 
Re WE * 8 


GREED, That FA Thanks ofvihe Society 

be given to the Reverend Dr. Thomas, 
Dean of Peterborou '&h, for his Sermon preach- 
ed this Day bete the Society; and * he 
be defend to Print the fame, 


Laus c Secretary. 


r e oe Sea. 
8 
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Ad let ours alfo 8 1 io maintain good 
works for ed uſes that 1 be not 
ee, 1 


Nr e Biſhop of 
11 EEG Crete, and the occaſion of his writing 
[51 Þ this Paſtoral Epiſtle to him, was the 
I great diffolution of manners among the 
BY Cretians: Thoſe new converts were ſo 
IE ag vain and idle diſputes about traditionary 
Ceremonies, as to neglect the moſt ſubſtantial duties of 
Religion; and therefore the Apoſtle enjoins the Biſhop | 
to teach them to diſcharge the honeſt and uſeful offices 
of life faithfully, as became Chriſtians : from a conſi- 


kendo of th nature and end of ci, from a 
Az ſenſe 


-- nom - EI » 


1 


ä oh Abe 4 s - 
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fake af its preſent mae and the hopes of a en 
reward. This is plainly infinuated in the initial falu- 
tation, which, beſides its uſual form, is full of the Faith 
of God's Ele, the acknowledged Truths of the Go-: 
ſpel, and the Aſſurances of eternal Life q which God 


who cannot deceive us, has promiſed, and publiſhed t 


the world. Theſe divine principles of action, and mo- 
tives to a good life, are all along interwoven with the 


moral precepts, to ſtrengthen their natural obligations; 5 


and the ſeveral parts of the Epiſtle are ſo diſpoſed, i ina 

manner peculiar to St. Paul, that almoſt every line 

ſeems to lead to the general point in view, the refor- 
mation of the Cretians. 

Tre charge opens with reminding the Biſhop of his 
being left at Wh to ſet in order the things that were 
wanting, and with powers of ordaining. a Cler- 
gy throughout the Iſland, to affiſt him in that work. 
The qualifications required of the Clergy, are not only 
a ſteadineſs in the Chriſtian faith, to be able to preach , 


ſound doctrine, and to confute oppoſers, but an irre- 


proachable Life and Conduct; to be themſelves the. 
patterns of the good works which the Apoſtle would: 
have the Cretians to imitate. The character given of 
that people, is ſuch as ſhews them to have — in in the 
utmoſt need of a reformation. It is taken from one 
of their own poets, Epimeni des; whom they regarded 


as their prophet, from his treatiſe upon Oracles, where- 


in he repreſents the Cretians in general as a falſe, raven 
ous, luxurious, idle people. This character the Apoſtle 


confirms, and enjoins e Biſhop to rebuke them ſharp- 


/ ly; 


- 


= 424 eſpecially thoſe — tho ani "OY 
who for a little ſordid gain went about perverting whole 
families, aun their heads with ſuperſtitious tales and 

L en with the N are" the, 470725 
of the Goſpel. | 1 


Ax here it Ware be i 0 = a [little out of i, 
our way, to obſerve the Apoſtle's addreſs. For had he 
begun his charge with this character of the Cretians, as | 
it was the firſt in his thoughts, and the occaſion of the. 
Epiſtle,” it might have been looked upon by them as 
ſatyr and invective: but by his introducing it as a ne- 
ceſſary reaſon for the Biſhop's making choice of able 
men for the Miniſtry, becauſe there were many unruly Chap. i. 
gainſayers and decei vers, aohoſe mouths were to be ſtonpeoʒ 
and by his opening the wound to the phyſician from 
whom he expected the cure of it, the Apoſtle ſhews- 
plainly that his intention was not ſo much to cenſure, 
as to reform. Nor is the tranſition from hence to the 
moral precepts leſs elegant: for the Apoſtle concludes 
his reproof of the Cretian teachers in ſuch manner, that 
he ſeems to turn away his face from them in diſplea- 
ſure, and to look affectionately upon Titus, hoping 
better things from him. They profeſs that they know Ver. 16. 
God, but in works they deny bim; being abominable, and 
diſobedient, and unto every good.; work-  reprobate. But 
thou Titus, do thay ſpeak the things. which become tr? i, 
doctrine: which aeg een j the moral inſtruc- 


tions. „ 1875 
"RY this 3 us Gels to the main > feos as the 
Finns, the inforcing the practice of moral Virtue upon 
3 Chriſtian 


« wat 


Chap. ii. 
12. 


EZ . 5 


— principles. For the Bifhbp- ——— 
to teach the Cretiam to diſcharge the relative duties of 
their reſpective tations, age and ſex, ſo as not to be a 
diſcredit, but ornament to their proſeſſion; conſidering 
that the Chriſtian Religion was inſtituted t tuachi us 
that denying ungodlineſs and worldly: lufts, ur fhonid live 

, ' righteouſly and godly in this preſent world ; 
looking for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God, und our ſaviour Feſus Chrifl. The 
very end of his giving himſelf for us, being; hat be 


Ver. 14. might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 


45. 


ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works. Theſe 


things the Biſhop is ordered /o ſpeak, and exhort, 


and 97308. aoith all autherity + and allo o remind 


the Cretians in general to be loyal ſubjeQs and quiet 


Chap. iii. 
. 


neighbours, rrady to every good uur A the 
ſad ſtate they were in before their converfion, and the 
change that was expected from them now they were 
regenerated by Baptiſm, aſſiſted by Grace, and ani- 
mated with the hopes of eternal Life. > #1 

FroM this method, preſcribed by the Apoſtle for | 
the reformation of the Cretians, we learn for our own 
uſe what is the beſt way of training up our Youth to 
Piety and Virtue, the inſtructing them early in the 


; principles of our Chriſtian Faith. But at the ſame 


time, the corrupt morals of the CVenunt, though con- 
verted to Chriſtianity by St. Paul himſelf, and the 
daily experience of ng ſhew, that the beſt of prin- 
ciples are not alone ſufficient to ſecure the Virtue of 
perſons abandoned to idleneſs and a purſuit of vain 

pleaſures, 


Youth Gund rem der Yr i is Funke weak 
that they be taught ſuch honeſt arts and profeſſions, as 
may. ſo. employ. their time and thoughts, as to give 
- them few opportunities of conflicting with Tempta- 


tions. And this, I conceive, is what the Apoſtle in 


our text underſtands: by their being taught to unit 
„ uſes. He had Eid before; in 
the 8th verſe, This 2s & faithful' ſaying, and this T will 
that thou affirm conflantiy, that they which have believed 
might he careful to maintain good works ; for theſe 
things are good and profitable unto: men. If, with the 


antient Interpreters of this paſſage, you underſtand by 


de no more than a ſhort ſummary of what the 
had ee and not ſo much as might be 
from fo ſolemn an introduction. But if with 


gad works the exerciſe of the moral 'Virtnes, it will | 


Grotius, and other modern commentators, you under- - 


ſtand the exerciſe of honeſt trades and profeſſions, this 


expoſition is not only agrecable to the original text, 
and to the / 


and to his own example + ; but it ſets the Epiſtle in a 72 


2 Theſſ. 


's ſentiments on the like occaſion &, iii. 10, 11,, 


+ 1 Cor. | 


much ſtronger light, as it contains a diſtinct precept, iv. 12 
the obſeryance whereof ſecures' the 8 of all g. 
the reſt, anſwers the character of wer kt for nece ary i. 5. 


uſes, and is fitly adapted to the ſtate of the Ceran 3 


there being nothing more oppoſite 1 to frohſh' queſtions, 
and genealogies, and contentions about the law, which 


the Apoſtle in the next verſe ſays are unprofitable and 


vain, „* of an honeſt induſtty, which are 
the 


25 N n Pronked 7" 


3 


5 ; the 1 that are good and. profitable unto men. 80060 


the ſame leſſon which he orders to be taught to the 
cretian converts, he would have alſo tau ght to the reſt 
of the Chriſtian brethren, though not natives of Crete; 
and let ours alſo learn to maintain good works, or, as 
our marginal reading has it, to profeſs boneff 2 for 
neceſſary uſes, that they be not unfruitful. | 

Cons1DER the Epiſtle in this light, and you can- 
not but remark, that the Apoſtle points out preciſely 
the two methods of Inſtruction which you purſue in 
the management of this Charity, the inſtilling into 
Children the principles of our Chriſtian Faith, and the 
training them up to Labour and Induſtry. So that 
what I have to ſay further on this ſubject, cannot be 
offered by way of Advice, for the wiſe conduct of 
this Society has prevented ſuch an application, but on- 
ly as a juſtification of the meaſures you ee take, 
as being agreeable to * neee 


I. Firſt, Wirn Legend then to religious Principles 
we may obſerve in general, that Education is the na- 
. tural means of preſerving Religion and Virtye in the 

world. Extraordinary ſigns and wonders were neceſ- 
fary at the firſt publication of Chriſtianity, to awaken 
the attention of mankind, and to confirm the autho- | 
rity of the Revelation. And in general corruption of 
Manners, it is to be feared, that one of the extraordi- 
nary Judgments of God, a Peſtilence, a Famine, or 
the Sword, may become neceſſary to recover the loſt 
attention, and to revive the decayed ſenſe of Piety 


amongſt 


n GE. 
eb rit : —— dere Uni * 
o moe dwarf mies of obtaining chem. dem by 
the uy of nſtruction. TB 
tions Are given, ths ae lat 7g will be den peer 
ſton; and It is as u „Ken theſe to Childieti,” 
28 it Would be to withhold from chem their necefry 
ſüſtenance. No fears of their imbibing errors can f- 
the natural duty of the Paretit or Guardian, | 
- any 1 more than the opinion of one kind of food als 
agreeing "with their Conftitution, cart juftify the de- 
: priving them of all food: For in both caſes nature 
iniſter; and fear and caution ſerve but for 
diretions to adrniniſter only that which is wholeſome. ' 
Wars Libertines theo, who find it difficult to get 
rid de firſt Kappy im pref oy , inveigh againſt the 
| ices of Education, what van be their aim? They 
cart form no ſchemes of removing all inconveniences, 
without changing the human nature, and. freeing it 
from all imperfections; and as this is not within their 
power, they would do beſt to leave us to follow the 


neceſſitios * the 3 of all ages, and the 
| Practice 


— .  O"_ 
— 
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. 
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kee of all ele chat have been in the mak, 
Under the Mofaic inſtitution particularly an extraordi- 
nary care was taken, for inſtilling into the growing 
generation the principles of Religion: Thou ſhalt teach 


| — vi. them diligently to thy children, fays the Law, and. ſhalt 


talk of them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and when 
thou wwalkeft by the way, and when thou left down,” and 
when thou riſeft up. And this after the 

that great and good man the Patriarch Abraham, "who, 
for this reaſon was advanced from being a Father of 
a Family, to be the Father of their Nation; becauſe 
Gen.xviii. God knew him, that he would command has children and 
20 his houſhold after him, to keep the way of the Lord, to 
do juſtice. and judgment. And ye fathers are no Ie . 
_ obliged under the Chriſtian Law, to bring up your * 2 

+ dren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

ing on, then, this good work of Inſtruction, 0 

may be aſſured that you comply with the Deſigns of 
Providence, the dictates of Nature, ang 28 commands 
of God. | : 
Bur the objections of be may: not be ſo 

directly levelled againſt Inſtruction of Children in ge- 
neral, as againſt their being prepoſſeſs d with notions 
of Faith: let it therefore be obſerved further, that if 
we had no other Religion but that of nature, F altli 
would have been no part of it. For moral precepts 
deduced from Reaſon, have no concern with divine 
teſtimony. But a revealed Religion neceſſarily ſuppoſes 

Faith: for to what purpoſe is the revelation given, but 


to be blicved ? or of what uſe are its R if 
* 


eee e e ant ts * 8 uo + 6 Dies —_— wage 4 


f * 
. 4 * 4 
1 go —— —_ WS 46 233 . 0 
8 * 


. relled: on? If in this — has 
declared to us our original, our preſent, and our future 
ſtate, in what perfection we were created, how we 
are fallen from, and by what means' we ſhall be reſtor- 
ed to Happineſs, and opened to us the terms of his 
favour Mons gh the Mediation of his Son; then Faith 
in this great Redemption muſt be a neceſſary means 
red of all thoſe to whom the Goipel is promulg- 
ed, t towards artaki V 8 of its benefits. He that receives John i iii. 
this teftimony, "ſets 40 his ſeal that God is ue; and mr 
ſtaxgering at the Promiſes through unbelief,” with' faith- Rom. iv. 
ful Abraham he gives glory to God. But on the con- 
trary, He that bekeveth not Cad, ſays St. fohn, hath 1 John 
NG bing '# har, bechiſs be believetß not the record that” © 
G gave of Bs ſon.” And it requires but little reflec- 
tion to 'convitice Us, that it is no leſs an inſult on the 
veracity of God to diſbelieve his W than. it 1s 
an infile upon his authority | to, diſobey his commands. 
Aaith therefore in the truths of Ne ſpel, mult be as 
neceſſary as Obedience to its precepts. Nor can we 
ſee what can induce, men to oppoſe the principles of 
our Faith, but their being afraid, that the moral obli- 
gations to duty might receive from them an additional 
ſtrength. If this be the latent cauſe of their diſincli- 
nation to Faith, they have great reaſon for their ap- 
prehenſions. For Natural Religion cannot raiſe, ſo 
ſtrong a pillar of hope and affiance in the ſupreme Be- 
ing, as that which has for its baſis the ingſtimable love 
of God in the redemption of the world by our Lord 
Nen Chri . Nor can we enforce the private Duties 
B 2 of 


* 
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| Savigur, ar by. ſtranger Obligations than tha of gra- 

$ e e Mercier nevrived. Ang as ta 

irtues,, our 4<ligion has greatly enlarged the | 
. 1 
worlt Enemies, and that upon principles peculiar to the 

- Chriſtiag,focicty; regarding us not only as fellow em- 

bees of civil gommmugitics,, which, is as far as nature. can 
Carry thale: obligations, hut as wetland. in a nem rela- 

Von te Cock are Children. of the Gme. famil , nd 
Heirs with, Chriſt of a bleſſad In Wan 
not therefore wonder that the Apoſtle ſhould bag 0 
ſtrongly on inculcating on mens. minds theſs dixine 
principles, which if they: ee their aſſent, muſt 

neceflarily hays an tafluenca on their lixes-and. aQipns.. 
And therefore. you-canngt dont, Bf that By inflrudt-- 
ing Children in. the principles gf; Ohr {tianity, you lay 
ei ſureſt egos of their Mag wh 4 h 


Ti 105 APY for a farther 5 pr IG re 12 
we againſt the infeftivn of Tdlen gls and bad Examples, 
which poiſon, the beſt 8 you have added to 
laſtruction an habitual courſe of Labour and Induſtry... 
Innocence and Madeſty are are the natural. guardians of 
Virtue. And happy are all I thoſe Who by a religious 
Education and. watehful. care of their Parents, their: | 
| wiſe precepts and good examples, have contracted ſuck: 
| a love of Virtue, and: ſuch a. hatred. of Vice, as to be- 
| removed out of the "ay, of cage) For how- 

many 


wany Sian „ 
and modeſt have not heard of, which they cannot 

comeive the world: bad enough: to be guilty of? ho 

many more ate there, the Particular cireumnſtances of 

which. ere untnown to them? They cannot perceive? 

for what ends and renſons they are purſued. And a5: 

to the more general. Sins, Which by living in the world 

they gannot hut be- informed. of, they-have not only a 

natural abhqttenoe af them, but if at any time their 

Virtug-dacnld-fail them, they are — unaciguaintech 

with the o If ſinning; they know not, of 

all chings in the world, how to accompliſh a wicked: - 

deſign: Their hands ſhake, and their nerves tremble: 

at the ft attempt ;: and they. have nothing left. to do, 

but to ſtifle the vicious thought in its birth. But now 

ſuppeſe ane of theſe imecent and modeſt Foutfis tb: 

be out df all employment, and abandoned to an idle 

and vicious acquaintance, what pains will they not take 

Lr him to his ruin? | Nothing! lef& is to be 

from. them, than that they uſe thein utmoſt. 

Gl and. induſtry to gain oyer proſelytes to their Vices. 

And the more virtuous and pious the Vouth is, the- 

more ambitious they are of ſubduing obſtinate Virtue: 

For as long as he: profeſſeth to have the! knowledge: ISS. 

God, and: calleth: bimſelf- thei child. of; the Lord, be inh. 

made to reprove their thoughts. He is grievous. wi 

| them even to behold : for bis life is not like other mins, 

his ways are of another fuſbion: Therefore they. e 

mine him with deſpitefulneſs and torture, that they: 

. know: his meekneſs;; and prove his patience ;. _w_ 

tie. 
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Prov. vil, 
22, 23. 


the Na, over ſuch a one, who is elad with the ar- 
mour of G God. would em to chow. to be a "viftory ö 

delty therefore bat OY long che fabje of their 
ſurprize, their jeſts and their 5; tries, till he was ini- 
tiated in their dark myſteries. He would be told of 
Vioes, and circumſtances of Vices, which could never 
otherways have entered his thoughts. Nor would his 
tottering Virtue want an occaſion of falling, but be 


furniſhed with the opportunities and conveticncies! _ =" 


finning, till his Innocence and Modefty are ne more, 
and 2 goeth, as Solomon ſays, as an or to the flaugh- 
ter, and as 4 fool to the correction of the flocks, till a 
dart ftrike through bis liver, as 4 bird” hafteneth to 
the ſnare, and knoweth not that it is for bis life, = 
Theſe being the dangers to which Idleneſs and Sloth 
expoſe young perſons-that have been educated” in the 
beſt. of principles, you have taken the wiſeſt meaſures 
of ſecuring the Childrens Virtue, by 'inuring 'them 
early to an honeſt Induſtry. - For you not only inſtruct 
them in their Catechiſm, that it is their duty to 
and labour truly to get their own living; but 
ou train them up at the ſame time to thoſe laborious 


Arts and Manufactures, by which a comfortable liveli- 


hood is "gained wy credit, and Wee with content- 


ment. 


In this part of the e your fogular f pru- 
dence and diſcernment is worthy the imitation of all 
the Truſtees of the Charity Schools in this Iſland. 
Fo or as in every country a much greater number of 

uſeful 


„ 
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er age DS > x aa ” * 


e hands is wanted chan, of -dcilful. beads, 7 as 


there cannot. be ſo general an encouragement, given, to; 
Ingenuity as to Labour, the breeding up the Children 
of indigent Parents in the principles of Knowledge, 
how neceſſary ſoever in itſelf, cannot be of that publick 
utility, as when to that Knowledge: there is added an- 
habitual courſe of Labour. For if the Childrens minds 


only are furniſhed with Inſtructions; and their tender, 


hands diſuſed to work, and there be not employment 
ſufficient, for the talents they poſſeſs, What leſs is to be 
feared than their being reduced to the unhappy ſitua- 


js 2 ä = 8 


tion of the feward in the Goſpel, who couid not dig, 1 


was aſhamed to beg, and had no means left of ſup- 
porting himſelf but by Fraud and Injuſtice, the natural 
conſequence of Idleneſs and want of employment. 

THERE is not any thing which affords greater aid 
to Religion, than a conſtant uſeful occupation in life; 


the being always buſied in matters of duty, ſo. as to 


have but little leiſure for vairramuſements.,, For where 
is-Religion-to be found? will you ſeek her among the 
idle and vagabond part of the world, who practiſe all 


the little arts of deceit? Surely theſe are poor and fook Jer. v. 4.5. 88 


iſh, they know not the way f the Lord, nor the judg- 
ment of their God. Will you then with the Prophet 
enquire for her among the. great men, for they baus 
known the way of the. Lord, and the judgment of their 
God: but theſe | have altogether broken. the yoke and burt 


the bonds... Religion i is ſcarcely to be found within the 


circle of \ vain pleaſures that divert. the ſerious attention; 


Ls 


* ® 4 


ſhe is to be 9 frond 4 ch among the thoughtful, ſo- 
| ber, 


ber, © pals pb ee where order and con- 

tentment dwell. | You will find her where you have 
wiſely placed her, ee e => 1 
ble Induſtr y. . 

s on then, and preſper in ab you pious whos: 
taking ; and let it be no ſmall cncouragement to your 
generous endeavours, that by them you give a fingular 
mark of your affection towards a ſiſter Nation, fubje&t 
to the ſame common Father of his People, and united 
with'us in the ſame general Intereſt, but who perhaps 
might not otherways be fo ſenſible of our love towards 
her. For in all parts of the world it is natural for the 
people of thoſe Kingdoms and Provinces which. are 
remote from the capital ſeat of Empire, to envy. the 
ſituation of thoſe their fellow ſubjects, who are place: 
nearer to the fountain head of Power and Royal Influ- 
ence, and to think themſelves aggrieved or neglected 
by their diſtant Brethren.' No kind of Charity there- 


fore can be more judiciouſly choſen, or command more 
of your attention than this, which ſhews ſuch a care 


and concern for their ſafety and proſperity, as muſt 
leſſen any ſuſpicion of our being unconcerned at their 


dangers, or unmindful of their advantages. 


Tux dangers to which they are expoſed, pre 
only from the common enemies of our Faith, who 
would ſoon reach to us through their fides ; and there- 
fore we have a natural concern in the means of their 
ſecurity. "The Roman Catholicks of that Iſland may 
be diſarmed, as being too formidable a body to be en- 
usted with weapons in their hands, and theſe Inſtru- 
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nents of war may in times of publick variquillity re- 
main in the poſſeſſion of the. Proteſtant. Nobility and 


Gentry :: But as the far greater part of their domeſticks 


are Papiſts, would there be no danger in times of con- 


fuſion,” which God prevent, of thoſe arms being turn- 


ed againſt ourſelves? But by this well ordered and 
gs Charity, if the funds ſhould grow, and it 


is pity they ſhould not grow, equal to the greatneſs 


of the deſign, the Proteſtant families might in time be 
ſupplied out of theſe ſeminaries of Religion and La- 
bour with ſervants, who being equally concerned in 
the fame common Faith, would employ their ſervices 
and their lives in defence of it. | 

AND at the ſame time that you are 2 the 
alety of that Kingdom, by increaſing the number of 
Proteſtants, you are providing alſo for its welfare and 


proſperity, by multiplying the number of uſeful hands. 
For no one needs to be informed, that Agriculture and 


Manufactures are the ſources of national wealth. In- 
duſtry ſtrengthens the nerves of a people, in the ſame 

ion that Luxury and Sloth ſlacken and diſſolve 
them. If a country was cut off from all communi- 
cation and intercourſe with its neighbours, Luxury, 
and its companion Sloth, would not be of that fatal 
conſequence to the publick as they are in a trading 
nation. For the circulation of riches, how prodigally 
ſoever ſquandered, from one hand to another, makes no 
alteration in the publick revenues ; it being equal to 
the State from what hand the tribute flows. But to a 
merchandiſing people, _— can be more deſtruo- 


tive 
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tive than thoſe Vices, which increaſe the price of Ma- 
nufactures; and by that means give their rivals in 
Trade an opportunity of ſupplanting them in all foreign 
markets. And this is the reaſon why we hear no 
more of the once famous marts of antiquity, becauſe 
Commerce ſtealing away inſenſibly from a hixurious 
and ſlothful, cuts itſelf out a new channel through a 
frugal and laborious people; where the number of in- 
duſtrious hands leflening the wages of Labour, extends 
the Trade, and enriches the Country : fo true in every 
Prov. aiv. Teſpect is the obſervation of Solomon, that righteouſneſs 
34 rexalteth a nation, but fin is a reproach and a ruin 70 
any people. A trading Nation therefore cannot enjoy 
a greater temporal happineſs, next to the bleſſings 
of a good Government, than that which you are here 
promoting, its being ſupplied with a ſufficient number 
of hands inured. early to the arts of Induſtry ; and 
taught 7 profeſs honeſt trades for neceſſary uſe," thet 
cher be not unfruit ful. | 
Bur to cloſe all with the religious part of this 
Charity: Let it be one encouragement more to you 
to confider, that you are hereby contributing your 
ſhare towards the ſupport of the Proteftant Intereſt in 
general. The Reformation, which coſt our anceſtors. 
ſo much blood and treaſure, wears not at preſent that 
face of proſperity which it did a century ago. The 
zeal of the Proteſtant Powers ſeems not ſo active and 
vigilant as heretofore. Some, alas | even of thoſe il- 
luſtrious houſes which were foremoſt in the breach, 
and ſtood-firmeſt in the cauſe of Liberty, are now: fal- 


len off, — any one venture to aſſure us, that 
the Reformation is not loſing ground on the Continent. 
To what this change may be owing, is not eaſy to 
Aotertinine:! but that it is not the effect of time alone 
we ſee by our Enemies, in whoſe zeal the fame ſpace 
_ of time has made no abatement. They are as aſſi- 
duous and indefatigable as ever, in promoting what 
they call the Catholick Cauſe. They compaſs fea and 
land to ' make : proſelytes ; and the number of their 
emiſfaries ſpread throughout theſe kingdoms is incre- 
dible. I indeed they would bring over with them 
the true and genuine Popery, in the very dreſs of thoſe 
countries where it prevails, the ſight of it would ſoon 
fatisfy the curioſity of our people, and excite their 
compnſſion: there would be no danger of being per- 
verted by it. For could they ſee the crowds of ſtrange 
Injages: to which thoſe poor wretches how down in 
adoration ; their abje& Slavery, Ignorance, and groſs . 
Superſtitions ; they would bleſs that conſtitution in 
church and ſtate, which ſecures them from the like 
miſeries. But the religion with which theſe emiſſaries 
travel, is a Popery refined with all the arts of Policy, 
diſguiſed under falſe colourings, and accommodated to 
the genius and manners of the people they hope to ſe- 
duce. The moſt glaring errors they conceal under the 
pretext of their being groſſſy miſrepreſented by their 
adverſaries ;- and by theſe means they find too eaſy an 
admittance into families, and ſecretly devour our 
ſtrength. Would it not then be a ftrange infatuation 
in us n ſo much pains to deſtroy us, if 


T's | we 
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ve our- | 


we ſhould ke ltl or no Pains! to 
ſelves? 

We are juftly ined 5 e of: cy Refors 
mation, and the eyes of all the diſtreſſed Proteſtants 
abroad are conſtantly turned to theſe Kingdoms: here 


they utter their complaints, and from hence hope for 


protection. And What a grief muſt it be to them, as 
well as to ourſelves, to find that within this! fortreſs 
the Enemy has a multitude of ſpies corrupting the jar-- 
riſon? Till therefore the Laws can be put in foxce to- 


diſlodge the Foe, how ought we to be upon our gaar 


to render his attempts vain and fruitleſs? And there 


is not any thing that can do this more effectually, thaw 
inſtructing the growing generation in tlie principles of 
our holy Faith, and inuring it early to an honeſt In- 
duſtry. "The inſtitution of CM ARI TY Schboks in 
this Iſland, is perhaps the thing which: has alarmett the 
ſons of Rome, and made them of late years to redou- 


ble their forces. For theſe nurſeries of Religion have 
undoubtedly this one good effect attending them; that: 
they inſtil into the minds of our Vouth ſuch ſtrong 


reaſons of the bope that is in them, as will not cafily- 
give way to an implicit credulity- And if alli the 
Schools of Charity in Great Britain were reformed. 
according to the excellent model you here ſet them, 

and Religion and Labour went hand in hand, mutual-- 


ly ſupporting each other, they world 'difcaurage the 


attempts of our Enemies more than the ſevereſt penaP 
Laws; as their emiſſaries would rather incur Penalties, 


which an may have , of W than ventiire' 
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the Society correſponding, &c. * 
the ſhame of being defeated in their arts of Perſua- 
fion. | 

LET all hands then in both Kingdoms unite in this 
labour of love, as all are importantly concerned in the 
event. For we cannot be inſenſible that the preſent 

happy Eſtabliſhment under which we live, is fo cloſely 
conneRed with the Proteſtant Religion, that it muſt 
neceſſarily ſtand or fall with it. Let them therefore 


— 


that have much contribute largely to ſo pious, ſo ge- 


nerous, ſo neceſſary an undertaking; and let them 


that have little not be afraid to give according to that Tobi 
little, that they may lay up a good treaſure for them- V. 8 


ſelves againſt the day of neceſſity; and let the moſt in- 
digent join at leaſt their wiſhes and their prayers, that 
this work of the Lord may proſper in your hands. 
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Extract of a Letter from the Committee of 
Correfpondence in Dublin, to the Cum. 
mittee of pon * in London. 


HE bountiful Supplies — and 3 to us by your 

Means, have enabled the Society to erect and ſubſiſt ſuch a 
Number of Proteſtant Nurſeries, as could hardly be expected in ſo 
ſhort a ſpace of Time; and it is a: Grief to. us to ſee: encouraging; 
Propoſals for additional Schools ſleep in our Books, for want of 
Ability to carry them into. Exceution.: but we hope and pray, that 
the Sovereign Diſpoſer of Hearts, will incline our Countrymen to 
contribute more generally and largely to this good Work, and open 
their Eyes to diſcern that it will be their true Intereſt, even in point. 
of Policy, though Religion and Charity were out of the Caſe. | 

We muſt, however, do our Country the Juſtice to obferve, that 
the BenefaQtions in Ireland, conſiſting ty of Lands and partly of 
Subſcriptions, which being paid to the local Committees. without 
coming into the Treaſurer's Hands, are more conſiderable than they 
appear to be in our printed Abſtracts. This. Circumftance was or- 
dered to be inſerted in our laſt Abſtract, but by a Failure in the 
Printer was omitted. 

The late noble Benefaction ® of the Dux B os DxvoN$SHIRE, Va- 
luable as it was in itſelf, yet becomes more ſo, as it is a ſtrong At- 
teſtation of our Chief Governor that the Deſign of the Charter is 
excellent, and that the Revenue is faithfully applied, and not im- 
prudently managed. They have therefore taken care to publiſn in 
the News-Papers this very ſeaſonable Benefaction, as alſo others of 
any conſiderable Value on both ſides of the Water, together with 


ſuch 
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ſuch Reports from the Schools as they judged moſt fit to captivate 
the Favour and Attention of the People. Thefe Accounts, we hope, 
will be republiſhed in England by the Correſponding Society, i in the ſame 
View. 

We muſt likewiſe adviſe you, that we have in effect a School at- 
tended with Advantage as well as Fp that has not appeared 
to the World. 

The Scheme of tranſplanting Children to remote Schools, i in order 
to remove them out of the Influence of their Popiſh Parents and Re- 
lations, has been found abſolutely neceſfary, and has highly 1 ingra- 
tiated our whole Deſign with the Gentlemen of Heland. And in or- 
der to facilitate this Work, the Society have procured a Place of 
Reception for fuck Children in the publick Workhouſe in Dublin; 
where they are ſupported for the Time being at the Coft of the So- 
ciety : Here they lie ready in the Centre of the Kingdom, in order 
to be conveyed upon the eaſieſt Terms, and the ſhorteſt Notice, to- 
fuch —_— Schools as ſhall demand them; as alſo to be put out as 
Servants or A pprentices in Dublin, when Opportunities for that Pur- 
fall near pi eir own Schools : though we are not very forward 

to gratify the Requetts of City Maſters and Miſtreſſes who ſue for 
thefe Children, becauſe we chooſe rather to employ them in Agri- 
eulture and the Linen Manufacture than in Mechanical Trades. — 
This flactuating Schoof which the Society has found to be of great 
Convenience, has hitherto; as we conceive; / eſcaped your Cogniſance: 

Tbe Death of 'our late goed Primate, has retarded the Opening of 
the School of Samry near Dublin. He had expended a very conſide> 
rable Sum- in Buildings there, and 1 to N finiſned it at 
his own private Charge. He intended it for a Nurfery of Flax-- 
dreſſers, who are greatly wanted in this Kingdom. The Society 
will purſue the ſame Deſign according to their Ability; and only 
wait for the Arrival of a Gentleman, who is thoroughly qualified: 
for the Conduct of it, if he can be prevailed on to undertake it. 

The Society have the laſt Year been at conſiderable Expenee ia 
þwlding a School-houſe at Caſtledermot, upon Lands ſet out for them: 


by 


1.386 
by the Earl of Kildare : By which means they will be freed from .a 
heavy Rent of 201, per Annum, which they paid for an Houſe with- 
out any Land, The Children- of this School will be chiefl y devoted 
to Agriculture. 

The School at Ballyket in the County af Clare, mentioned in our 
laſt printed Account, ,will be opened about Midſummer next, the 
Maſter being upon the Spot, in order to make — eee, 
to that End. 

We hope ſoon to give you "BEM Account of a new School opened 
upon very advantageous Terms, at or near the City of Waterford. 

The Society might launch out into many more Undertakings, if 
they were to embrace all Overtures made to them; ; but they muſt 
weigh their Fund before they cloſe with any, for fear of being diſ 
abled to make good their Engagements, which would bring the 


| Charter into Diſcredit : The moſt advantageous ones they embrace, 


and the leſs adyantageous they keep in reſerve, in hopes of finding 
themſelves in better Circumſtances, through, the Fayour pf divine 
Providence. 

Some Time has lately been employed; in failing, the | Soptety's . Ac- 
counts with the Executors of the late Primate their, T Creaſurery;, and a 
good Ballance is ſtruck in favour of the Society. With this Capi- 
tal, and the Annual Subſcriptions, the Society will be put to their 
Shifts for ſupparting Eighteen Schools compleat, which is their pre- 
ſent Complement, excluſive. of the Dublin Workbouſe 8 School; beſides 
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the Payment of Salaries, Apprentice Fees, and Tranſplantations. 


And the Burthen upon the Fund is the heavier, as two of our Schools 


entertain 40 Children each, and two others 25 each. Under this 
Circumſtance our only Refuge is in the Providence of God, and in 


the Zeal and Piety of our 18 Benefactors and Patrons in Great 
Britain. 
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N. B. The Reverend Dr. Foſeph Smith, Provoſt of Queen s College i in Oxford, paid 


a Benefaction of Two Guineas to the Reverend Dr. Vilſin, to be laid out in pur- 
_ chaſing Copies of the Right Reverend the Biſhop of Soder and Man's Book, en- 
titled, The Knowledge and Practice of Chriſtianity made eaſy to the meaneſt Capa- 
eities, &c. for the Uſe of the Charter Schools in Ireland; which were accordingly 
ſent to them: And he promiſes to continue, or encreaſe his ſaid Benefaction an- 
nually, as the Society in Dab lis ſhall communicate their Want of more ſuch practical 


Tracts. 


The Society in Dublin have likewiſe received a Preſent of Books for the Uſe. of the 
Children of the Charter Schools, valued at 25 J. ſent by a Gentlewoman un- 
knoyn, by the Reverend Dr. Hales. Alſo another Preſent of Books, valued at 21 /. 
from a Perſon unknown, by the Reverend Dr. Hales. — For all which the Society 


return their moſt hearty Thanks to their kind BenefaQors. 
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Jan. 6 p R. V. Dr. fave 5 ſubſer. ann, and paid 4 Mr. J. Waldo 2 2 = 


12. 
14. Mrs. Ma 937 


Pater z ſubſcribed annually, and paid 2 2 — 
Grace t. ＋ uchels of Kent, — 5 $5 
Meſſrs. Wogan and Comp. 2 2 — 


| Feb. 11. Honourable 2 Butæ Eſa — — 5 — 


1742. Apr. 7. Fobn 50 Bar. 


77. ight Rev.:the Lord Biſkiop of \Rochefttr,: 1 14 ne 5 — _ 


24. Right ow the 750 We of © —4— — — 4 5 — 

June 7 75 Mr. Peter Sergeant, junior, — — — 2 2— 
rg. SHingsby Berbel. Eqs. — — 2 2 — 
July 1. Mr. Charles Pole, 2 Es es” Aa 
9. Mr. Stephen Winthr % . | 1 I 
Sept. 22. Mr. Gorge Bryant, ubſeribed annually, | LEST EC. Ln 
08. 6. | Right Rev. the Lo Biſhop of Chefer, — —5 5 — 
Rev. Dr. Gaadtoi n, —ů————ů— 2 — — 

Mrs. Mary — — — 10 6 

Mr. Jobs Moulſon, - — —— 1. 1— 

Vor. 3 Mr. Fobn Wills, — — — — 
4 __ 4 _— a - ne — 3 ; — 

n. tephen Peter Godin. —ʃ 11 
Mr. William Loxham, © — „„ — | 
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29. T n une Abr 12 K — 
Dec. 7. Mrs. A f rbett; t Mefſtrs.-Ws ogan — bmp P 2 2 — 
10, Rev. Mr. 9 Peploe, I 1 — 

14. Rev. Dr. Wil/on,. 3 1 1 — 

15. Rev. Mr. Thomas Birch F. R. 8. - — 2 — 

16. Sir Jobs Barnard Kt. and Alderman, — ä —— 5 5 — 

Sir bn Chapman Bart. — — — LY 5 — 

29. Rev. Mr. Jobnſon, | —— 12 — 2 wo 

30. * Latouche, of Chelſea, Eſqz — — 2 2— 

31. Daniel Lambert Eſq; Alderman, — 2 2 — 

Mr. Benjamin Cole, 2 — — ow 
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Names of Perſons appointed to receive Benefa#ions and Sub- 
 ſeriptions i in London 5 for the Uſe of * Society in Ireland. 


"A Narew Denen Eſq; Treaſurer to the Cor- 

Kk reſponding Society, — Buer 
Albert Neſbitt Eſq in —— Coleman-Fireet. 
Meſſieurs Hoare and Arnold, in — — Fleet-freet. 4 


* 4 


Meſlicurs Wogan and 2 — — — Acer -Garden, 


Charing-Croſs. 
Mr. Iſaac Waldo, in — — Preadfireet. 
Mr. Lawrence Cole, Secretary to the CorreſpondingF Rainbow Coffer. 
Society, at the — — — Ly is Corn 
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1 | BO. "Jo Publiſhed, 
| r 3 Price 1 J. 28. 42 Doren Ae FRE” = 
| Inferibed to; nil refothmentaiiby the. Moſt Reverehl the Archbiflions; and 
Right Reverend the Biſhops, and. Governors, and Members' of .che. Tape, Bo- 
cietits—Por Propagating the Goſpel in Foreign r Promoting oy 
tion Ke Home, . S : * 
A the Right Reverend Father i in 1 
7 04287 S, Bord Biſhop of *SopoR == 
| THE x Ne 
KNOWLEDGE * PRACTICE : 


S HR ISTFI R N T 1 1 = 
Made caly to the Meaneſt Capacities : I | 


OR AN 


 Econviomurds an Iftrdtio \ forthe Tritians. 


Which will be of Uſe 
SANs as hae not welt-conſider'd-rhe- dern! 
ibo they profeſs; or who. Profeſs 20: know G C 

bur in Works do deny Him. 


N feveral burt and plain D 141 o6U 28. r XY i 85 43 
Toge ce with FamILY Pavers and em fe c. 5 
e ever Ep. IT 190N, with farge: Awip1T108 8:3. and 
—. Corrected throughout. 


LO 3 Printed r and Sold · by Jon ONoRN, jun. at the C "Fall in in . 
 Paterneſters Rows who will make a conſiderable Abatement. in the Price tou fuch cha- . 
ritable. and well -difpoſed Perfons as take Numbers of this Book to give away at | «2 
home; dr in our Blanrarfons or CMenie. abroad-. 


N 


AS | N. B. This Book is wrote in a lia; eaſy 404 familiar style, ſuited to the Capaci- 
OF ties of the moſt Unlearned and Ignorant : And the Author has carefully avoided all 
BÞ . Controverſies, as being too apt = diſtract the Minds of both Teachers and Learners 3 
and divert them from attending to, and practiſing the important Doctrines of our 
Holy Religion. Had this Ess Av been intended for the Uſe of Heathens only, many a 
Things might kave been omitted: But when one ſees, even among Chriſtians of a 
Perſuaſions, too many, who, with reſpect either to Knowledge or Practice, are not 
much better than Heathens 3 who know little of a Savior and Redeemer, and the Ne- 
ceflity of being governed by the Laws of the Goſpel : Upon theſe mournful Conſi- 


255 775 Apthor thought 30 to add many Things, which, through the 
88 of mighty 


God, might be of uſe to awaken and © convert ſach milerable 
and — Pe eople. 
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